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FOREWORD

At Save the Children, we’re doing everything 
we can to ensure children’s rights are 
recognised and respected. But we can’t do it 
alone. Young people themselves are the best 
advocates to create real, lasting change on 
issues that matter to them. That’s why we run 
our Youth Ambassador program.

Every year, we work with young people to help them 
articulate their views on what a fair Australia could 
look like, and support them in speaking out publicly 
about issues that affect young people today. Our Youth 
Ambassadors work hard to uphold, promote and protect 
children’s rights. They represent their views, and the views 
of their peers, at events, in the media and in Parliament. 

I am incredibly proud of this year’s cohort of Youth 
Ambassadors. Tenacious, passionate, and sophisticated in 
their views, it is a great honour to work with such bright, 
young leaders and to support their commitment to youth 
advocacy. 

The report attached herewith holds the views, aspirations 
and recommendations of our Youth Ambassadors. I 
recognise their independence and autonomy in creating 
this manifesto and advocating their recommendations 
with decision makers in Parliament, across the business 
sector, and in community groups across Australia. 

Congratulations to Zahra, Bassam, Kupakwashe, Imogen, Alex, Georgia and Ben on delivering a powerful 
and thoughtful youth advocacy manifesto.

I urge today’s political leaders to act in line with the recommendations made by our Youth Ambassadors, and 
to listen to Australia’s youth and ensure that these issues are addressed. Together, we can move towards a 
brighter, more equal future for all Australian children.

Mat Tinkler
Director, Policy & International Programs

together we can 
move towards a 
brighter, more 
equal future.
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SAVE THE CHILDREN 2018 YOUTH AMBASSADORS

Alex Dunmill - Victoria
I am 16 years old. I’m born and raised in Melbourne and am passionate 
about cricket, cooking, photography and writing. I have been lucky enough 
to experience different cultures through travel and have gained a better 
view of how lucky we are in Australia, but also how far we still must go. 
My work as a volunteer with a local charity has taught me that you don’t 
have to be poor or live in a bad area to fall on tough times. Even people 
you may not expect may need help. This work made me realise that if we 
want to fix problems, we need to tackle them head on and actively try and 
change them. Our role is to lead our generation towards a better world. 
Being a Youth Ambassador will provide me the challenge and opportunity 
to consider my place in the world and to give voice to what other young 
people feel is important.

Imogen Radford - New South Wales
I’m a proud Ngarigo woman from Tumbarumba, which is outside Wagga 
Wagga in the Snowy Mountains. I’m in Year 11 and want to study medicine or 
science when I graduate, as I’m passionate about helping people and impacting 
their lives. I want to be a Save the Children Youth Ambassador because I want 
to see change in my local community. Too often young people are overlooked 
or discouraged because of nationality, age, and gender… the list goes on. Young 
people are the future and I believe advocating these issues is paramount to 
making a change. My community of Tumbarumba has raised me to be a strong 
advocate and to seek opportunities to make the world a better place. Everyone, 
from local Indigenous Elders to the pastor at my church, my boss at the 
supermarket and my school teachers have all played a role in shaping me. This 
commitment has inspired me to advocate for change. Tumbarumba may not be 
a place of great opportunity, but it is a place with a big heart.

Zahra Bilal - New South Wales
Hi! My name is Zahra Bilal and I am a strong advocate for human rights. I am 
a critical thinker and will question everything around me – but remain open 
to new ideas. I believe the solutions to today’s challenges will come from the 
youth, from a bright mind, from a visionary thought, from a bold view. Our 
responsibility is to cultivate these new ways of thinking, to provide opportunity 
for young people to build a future that is focused on more than just survival. I 
am an Australian-Pakistani-Muslim female, which has meant working against a 
multitude of pre-conceived notions from a very young age. My mother told me 
“No-one wants you to succeed, so the only way you will achieve is by working 
the hardest and outshining everyone else.” This imbued in me the belief that 
success will only come about through overcoming the negative perceptions that 
I may face.
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Georgia Lethlean - Victoria
I’m 18 years old and am community-minded and regular volunteer. This includes 
tutoring disadvantaged youth at a local primary school, supporting women’s 
hygiene projects and helping in charity retail stores. In 2017, I went for a three-
week trip to Zambia with a school group that opened my eyes to disadvantage. 
Witnessing resilience in those communities rewired my Western thinking. 
Having exposure to the developing world has informed my understanding 
to supporting those less fortunate and act to empower and not pity. My aim 
is to continue to learn and experience through voluntary opportunities and 
eventually work for larger organisations in a legal or medical capacity. I want to 
understand the processes of global diplomacy and advocacy, so that I too can 
contribute to ensuring human rights are upheld.

Bassam Maaliki - New South Wales
I am an Australian born Muslim from a Lebanese background. I am passionate 
about change. I believe that among other issues in the world, all youth have 
the right to the basic human right of a full education, good health, a safe home 
and a place to belong and thrive. As an Australian Muslim from a Lebanese 
background it has been a huge challenge to feel a sense of belonging here in 
my homeland (Australia). Casual and not-so-casual racism is something that I 
am personally facing every day. Racism is truly a big problem in Australia, and 
in my community. I am passionate about creating change for refugee youth, 
eliminating racism from schools and sporting grounds and encouraging more 
multicultural families to become foster parents.

Ben Jackman - Queensland
Hi! I’m an 18 year old student and have a passion for exploring the world in 
which I live and advocating for the rights of others – especially children. I’ve 
been accepted to study at the University of Queensland but have opted to 
take a gap year before I begin my course in International Studies. I believe 
that the attitudes and values of the younger generation are being disregarded 
by current politicians. Youth are actively involved with many issues facing the 
global community, and yet the change makers in power refuse to acknowledge 
that. I want to become a Save the Children Youth Ambassador because I want 
to represent the values and attitudes that are going unheard. I hope to educate 
politicians about issues facing youth and the global community. Even if it’s only 
one step forward, change will have occurred. I simply want to be a positive role 
model for other youth that have a desire to change the world like I do.

Kupakwashe Matangira - NSW
I was born in Zimbabwe and came to Australia in 2006 at the age of five. 
Coming from Zimbabwe allowed me to see the cracks in society when it comes 
to how people – especially those with different backgrounds – are treated. My 
background has empowered me to make a stand for human rights and social 
justice. I strive to see a society where all people are treated equally, because this 
is the dignity all human beings are entitled to. Young people have knowledge, 
we have passion and we have the vision to affect change – age is not a barrier 
to create a better world. I want politicians to work with young people to find 
solutions to the issues that concern us so that together, we can work towards a 
better Australia.
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CLIMATE CHANGE  
AND THE 

ENVIRONMENT

Our vision
Our vision is to have immediate and sustained action on environmental 
issues to preserve Australia as a continent of infinite environmental beauty 
and biodiversity, and ensure Australia fulfils its global responsibility to help 
mitigate the impacts of climate change, particularly in the Asia Pacific region.

Impacts of climate change 
Globally, climate change contributes to extreme weather events, conflict, homelessness, food shortages 
and humanitarian emergencies. Australia has the duty to act and mitigate the effects of climate change, 
particularly in the Asia-Pacific region.

According to the German Watch Climate Risk Index, the most vulnerable countries to long term climate 
risk are Australia’s regional neighbours – Myanmar, Philippines, Bangladesh, Vietnam and Thailand.1 
Climate change is a contributing factor to displacement globally. A complex interplay with environmental 
degradation, population growth, increased urbanization, unsustainable development in hazard-prone areas, 
risky technologies, and growing social and economic inequalities have exacerbated poverty and systemic 
disadvantage in these developing states.2

Save the Children operates disaster risk reduction (DRR) and climate change adaption (CCA) programs 
in developing states of the Pacific. They manage this through working with communities, civil society and 
governments to equip them with the tools necessary to adapt to their changing environments.3

Australia must take measures to also arrest the effects of mass food production and industrial animal 
farming practices on climate and the environment. Globally, emissions created by livestock totals 14.5%  
and impacts the environment through deforestation, land degradation and inhibits natural biodiversity.4 
In 2013 Australia’s farming practices accounted for 16% of the country’s greenhouse gas emissions – over 
two-thirds directly from livestock.5As food production increases with population, investment in smarter 
farming practices that are sustainable and limit environmental impacts are paramount. This includes 
developing policy that does not ignore climate change nor use environmental regulation in competition  
with the agricultural industry.6 

Young People and Climate Change
Children and young people are disproportionately impacted by climate-related disasters, for example 
through physical vulnerability to extreme weather events, they are subjected to climate-driven child 
marriages, and forced withdrawal from school due to adverse weather conditions.7In spite of this, our  
voices are excluded from important decision-making on climate change response. This can be changed by 
seeking the input of concerned young people by governments, donors, and agencies. 

Specifically, child protection should be a priority before and after climate disasters, through the provision  
of special care and basic life-skills training to improve personal resilience to disaster. Additionally, the  
co-designed response must secure uninterrupted educational opportunities for young people in climate-
change-impacted areas and provide the access to information they need.8
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recommendations
There must be implementation of a climate policy that is regenerative and 
not just sustainable. This must be committed to with support across all tiers 
of government. 

Specific areas of reform are needed to address Australia’s poor 
environmental commitment like adhering to a viable yet more ambitious 
and sustainable system of targets and incentives. This necessitates 
increasing investment into renewable energy and transitioning from our 
reliance on “dirty” or fossil-fuel based energy sources. 

1. We urge the Australian Government to commit to addressing climate change in accordance 
with the targets of the Paris Agreement and United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) report by:9

a. Phasing out coal by 2050 and reducing emissions to 26-28 per cent on 2005 levels by 203010 
b. Investing in wind and solar projects to support employment and development of renewable 

energy projects in regional areas
c. Australia prioritising the targets of the Paris Agreement, specifically the reduction of 

carbon emissions and temperature increases

2. We urge all governments, corporates and citizens to work side-by-side to prevent 
environmental degradation and create efficient waste management in the community by:

a. regulating single-use plastics and support for the plastic bag ban by supermarkets
b. ocean clean-up with container deposit schemes across all states and territories 
c. composting schemes provided by local government council for homes to mitigate waste 
d. commissioning research to harness the methane expelled through food waste

3. We urge all governments, corporates and citizens to support sustainable food systems so 
that our water, land and fuel can be used more efficiently and ethically by:

a. Promoting plant-based diets and plant-rich living through taxes and subsidies
b. Reducing industrial animal agriculture and supporting farmers in this transition 
c. Improving the use of fertilizers and water in agriculture
d.  Minimising food loss and waste at all stages of the food production cycle

4. We urge all governments to preserve the natural 
beauty of Australia by guaranteeing the long-
term protection of natural sites, especially 
those affected by climate change or economic 
development such as the Great Barrier Reef and 
wider coastal zone.

a. Introducing stewardship and land-care 
programs to support citizens in the 
conservation of their own pieces of land

b. Commissioning the status of “national parks” 
to sites with recognised biodiversity of flora 
and fauna

c. Recognising the legal and spiritual land rights 
of Indigenous Australians and restoring their 
traditional custodianship of the land

child protection 
should be a priority 
before and after 
climate disasters.
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KEEPING  
CHILDREN SAFE  
FROM VIOLENCE

our vision
All efforts must be made to end violence against children in both Australia 
and the world by creating environments that are safe and ensure that 
children grow up without fear for their safety and well-being.

Children experiencing violence in Australia
Australia’s awareness for acts of violence against children has increased over the last decade with the 
implementation of Royal Commissions, systemic reviews and substantial media coverage forcing a dialogue 
on children’s safety. National strategies for addressing domestic, institutional and family violence are needed 
to address the violence perpetrated against children at home and out in the community.

The greatest chance Australia has at ending violence against children is to raise generations of children who 
reject violence as a part of life. A 2015 survey conducted by Our Watch showed that:

• 1 in 3 young people do not think that exerting control over someone else is a form of violence.

• 1 in 4 young people do not think males insulting or verbally harassing females in the street is serious.

• 1 in 4 young people think it normal for males to pressure females into sex.11 

Young people are more likely to personalise messages and change their attitudes and behaviours if they 
believe the messenger to be like them.12,13 Peer-to-peer education is effective as it draws on the credibility 
young people have on each other to affect change. There are numerous programs that seek to instil positive 
behaviours and encourage the development of healthy relationships, such as the Respectful Relationships 
Initiative run by the Victorian Government.14 

A crucial step in addressing violence in children is to ensure that our education institutions promote and 
model non-violent methods. In Queensland, private schools are legally permitted to use the cane as a form 
of punishment. Not only is this appalling, but it is also a breach of the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Convention Against Torture. 

The Family Law System has received criticism for its failure to protect children from abuse, subjected 
to neglect and witnessing violence. A study conducted by ANROWS (Australia’s National Research 
Organisation for Women’s Safety) revealed that the impacts of children witnessing violence were the same 
as those who have had the violence perpetrated against them.15In response to the many instances of violence 
against children, the Australian Government has:

• conducted an inquiry into the family law system

• established The National Office for Child Safety

• implemented the E-Safety Commission to protect children from cyber-abuse

• instigated the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and Their Children
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Ending Violence Against Children Internationally
Now more than ever, the international community is being challenged by conflict taking place in various 
parts of the world. With conflict becoming increasingly complex and interlinked, it is often the children who 
suffer most. Worldwide, schools have been targeted, bombed, shelled, burned and the children inside them 
have subsequently been killed, maimed, abducted, exploited or detained.16 

Schools, universities and facilities housing children are being used by armed groups as bases, recruitment 
grounds, barracks or detention centres. Seven years of war in Syria has left a quarter of Syrian schools 
damaged, destroyed, or used as shelters for purposes other than education.17On the 10th of August 2018, a 
bus was bombed as it passed through Dahyan market in Yemen, transporting local civilians, many of which 
were schoolchildren. 29 children died and many more were injured.18 

The Safe Schools Declaration was developed in 2015 to ensure children and their institutions are not targeted 
and do not experience violence in times of conflict and war.19Since May 2015, 81 countries have committed 
to the Safe Schools Declaration and pledging broad political support of education in armed conflict.20 Given 
Australia’s unique position of influence, particularly within the Asia-Pacific region, it must take a stronger 
stance in ensuring the preservation of human rights and the upholding of international law.

Recommendations
1. We urge the Australian Government to extend the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against 

Women and Their Children beyond 2022 and include a greater focus on the impact of violence 
on children to ensure that no child dies from or is adversely affected by family violence

2. We urge COAG to invest in a nationally implemented peer-to-peer education to challenge 
pervasive community attitudes reinforcing gender norms and stereotypes. In every school, 
children must know the forms violence takes and reject the notions that allow it to occur

3. We urge all levels of government to oppose the use of corporal punishment in schools and to 
end it as a practice for discipline in institutions

4. We urge the Australian Government to sign on to the Safe School Declaration and pledge to 
call out human rights and international law violations committed against children

All efforts must 
be made to end 
violence against 
children.

Photo: Pablo Blázquez / Save the Children
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REFUGEE AND  
ASYLUM SEEKERS

Our vision
Australia must improve its response to the global refugee crisis by 
increasing its intake of refugees and ensure that asylum seeker and refugee 
children have their basic human rights fulfilled, provided a safe home where 
they can receive proper medical and psychological care, access education 
and start to repair and rebuild their lives.

The personal face of the policy of “offshore processing” has been largely 
hidden from public view but behind each of these untold individual stories is 
a personal and genuine tragedy.

Refugee Experience
Right now, more than 68 million people are forcibly displaced worldwide – of which 22 million are refugees.21 
Most countries are still treating refugees as somebody else’s problem. Although Australia has one of the most 
generous humanitarian resettlement programs in the world per capita terms, resettling over 17,000 refugees 
in the 2016-2017 financial year22, but this number must improve as a matter of humanitarian urgency. 
Globally one in every 113 people are now either an asylum-seeker, internally displaced or a refugee23 so it 
has become increasingly urgent for Australia and other countries around the world to increase their refugee 
intake. Australia must take steps to improve its response to the global refugee crisis, including: 

• reforming and expanding its private sponsorship program to enable more community members to 
affordably sponsor refugees 

• ending off-shore processing and bringing those remaining on Manus and Nauru Island to safety 

• increase our aid budget, specifically for humanitarian aid responses to address some of the root causes of 
the global refugee crisis 

Modern Australia was built by generations of hardworking, self-starter migrants who came to our country in 
search of a better life. The collective contribution of our migrants has been invaluable to our economy, our 
society and our worldwide reputation of a peaceful country. People want to protect their families and to give 
their children access to an education and a life free of violence. We should be allowing them to get on with it 
and do that in Australia – one of the most harmonious countries of the world. 

Community Sponsorship
The concept of community sponsorship anticipates ordinary individuals or community groups pulling together 
the funds and other resources needed to support a refugee or refugee family settling within their community. 
Such an initiative has been successful in Canada, seeing an estimated 300,000 refugees successfully 
resettled over the last 40-years.24 The program allows members of the Australian community to sponsor 
the resettlement of refugees – providing financial and emotional support – and allows positive integration 
benefits that community sponsorship of refugees can bring.

The community sponsorship initiative will improve strong bonds between refugees and sponsors, engage 
welcoming communities and foster positive attitudes towards refugees. The current government sponsorship 
program is relying on individuals and community groups to pay the resettlement costs that are not 
comparable to other models used in other countries. The current program in Australia has an estimated cost 
of sponsoring a family of five for twelve-months being almost $100,000 – but could be made at least 50% 
cheaper as some costs could be offset by in-kind community support.25 
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Closing Nauru and Manus Island Processing
Under the offshore detention policy, people trying to reach Australia by boat are sent to off-shore processing 
centres where they are detained while their refugee claims are determined. Documented human rights 
abuses of those refugees on Nauru and Manus Island have severe and detrimental impacts on the physical 
and mental health of children in offshore detention.26 Particularly due to the indefinite nature of detention, 
some refugees remain in limbo after more than five years. 

The frequent exposure to harm, violence and abuse were revealed in the Nauru Files, that reported instances 
of sexual assault of children, 59 reports of assault on children, 30 reports of self-harm involving children and 
159 of threatened self-harm involving children over a period of roughly two years.27 This is causing significant 
harm to their mental health. These effects have been exacerbated in the cases where children are unable 
to reunite with their parent(s), where they have travelled separately from one or more parent, due to the 
offshore processing system.28 

Closing the Manus Island and Nauru detention centres must be prioritised, and the resources used to manage 
them should be redirected to assess people’s claims for asylum. In 2016, the Parliamentary Budget Office 
confirmed that $2.9bn can be saved by closing Nauru and 
Manus,29 a redirection of these savings could be dedicated 
to processing refugee claims across the region.

Foreign Aid Budget
In 2016, The Australian Government signed the New York 
Declaration along with another 192 States.  
The New York Declaration asserts that there are more 
forcibly displaced people today than at any time since the 
end of World War II. The global response seeks to address 
an existing humanitarian system that no longer meet the 
needs of the world’s displaced peoples.30 Much of the strain 
sits with developing countries that are disproportionately 
supporting displaced people, with 84% of refugees residing 
in low and middle-income countries and remaining close to 
situations of conflict.31 In the Asia-Pacific region, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Indonesia host large numbers of refugees.

If Australia is to continue to play a crucial leadership role in responding to the global refugee crisis it must 
help address the root causes of displacement. This requires efforts to increase our foreign aid budget to 
provide more humanitarian assistance to support people impacted by conflict, crises and human rights 
abuses.It also includes increasing humanitarian aid for developing countries hosting large numbers of 
refugees. The recent decision to scale back our investment in overseas aid will negatively impact Australia’s 
role as a leader in the region.

Recommendations
1. We urge the Australian Government to reform and expand its community sponsorship 

initiative to resettle displaced refugees to:

a. explore more affordable models to increase community participation and the 
resettlement of refugee families

b. increase the number of resettled refugee families by community sponsorship to 10,000 
places and ensure they are additional to the overall humanitarian intake

2. We urge the Australian Government to immediately shut down the centres on Manus Island 
and Nauru and resettle the families found to have refugee status to Australia and consider 
secondary settlement options

3. We urge the Australian Government to increasing the foreign aid budget to address the root 
causes of the global refugee crisis, including providing more humanitarian aid to support 
people impacted by conflict, crises and other human rights violations, as well as supporting 
developing countries hosting large numbers of refugees

we must take  
steps to improve 
our response  
to the global 
refugee crisis.
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ABORIGINAL AND 
TORRES STRAIT 

ISLANDER COMMUNITY

Our Vision
Australians must address historical injustices committed against Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander People by actively listening to what works in 
their best interests, led by their aspirations for an equitable Australia. This 
needs to be displayed through formal recognition of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander People, grounded in a deep respect as our First Australians.

The reality of Indigenous outcomes in Australia
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People continue to experience intergenerational disadvantage due to 
ongoing racism and continual failings of support systems. Their experience of inequality stems from poor 
representation and prejudices towards the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. Discriminatory 
practices have affected all aspects of their communities from education, healthcare, justice systems, 
employment and formal acknowledgement.32 

The higher poverty levels experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people results in poorer 
education and literacy affecting the understanding of the information given associated with smoking and 
other high-risk behaviour. With increasing drug, cigarette and alcohol abuse, young Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people are seven times more likely to develop respiratory and digestive issues than a non-
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population.33 

education
Education plays an important role in the lives of all young people no matter their background. It is a way to 
create opportunities and change communities. For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children there are 
substantial challenges that impede their education outcomes which policy makers must address. However, the 
ten years of targeted investment through the Closing the Gap Policy structure has shown the positive return 
that is required must be improved.

• 60% of Indigenous children are behind the academic standard of non-Indigenous children at the start  
of year one.34 

• Only 59% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children complete year 12 in comparison to 89% of  
non-Indigenous children.35 

• Constant school attendance (90% total school days or more attended) of Indigenous children is 48.8%  
in comparison to 77.1% of non-indigenous students.36 

The investment made by the federal government and policy makers into alternative programs to boost 
education engagement like mentorship and cultural programs are seeing positive results. In acknowledgement 
of the 50th anniversary of the 1967 referendum, the federal government announced a $138 million-dollar 
funding scheme for boosting education outcomes through scholarships, and mentoring programs. The fund 
focused on the science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) areas of study.37While these programs are 
beneficial, it is important that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities are included and consulted 
in the roll-out of this programming.



11

health
Health in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities is well below standard health outcomes 
for the broader Australian population. Historical neglect and inappropriate policy direction in relation to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s health has resulted in many poor health outcomes38like:

• higher than average infant mortality rates 

• shorter life expectancy 

• higher prevalence of uncommon and manageable diseases in the Indigenous population 

Poor health outcomes are, in part, attributable to the standard of living that some communities experience 
including, poor housing, sanitation and nutrition. These challenges have in part been due to policy decisions, 
racism, discrimination, forced removal of children, loss of identity, language, culture and land as well as other 
factors over recent centuries and decades.These factors are further heightened by the challenges in paying 
for medication and treatment not covered by Medicare.39 

The main causes of death within the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community are chronic diseases 
like diabetes, respiratory diseases and cancer. Trends show high levels of easily treatable and preventable 
illnesses that dramatically reduce life expectancy.40In 2014 there were over 26,000 potentially avoidable 
deaths despite the significant reduction in smoking and earlier detection of underlying chronic diseases.41 

All levels of government and policy-makers are addressing the negative health outcomes by making health 
services more available to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities in more remote areas as well 
as increasing health education, nutrition programs and general health information. These programs need to 
continue to run and reach more people who are at risk.

Photo: Robert McKechnie / Save the Children
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Employment
Remoteness, education standards and limited opportunity has caused a divide between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 
and non-Indigenous people in the workforce. There is a 25.2% difference between the employment rate of these two groups with 
only 46.6% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people being employed in 2016.42 

There has been an increase of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students into tertiary education but more needs to be done to 
support employability.43 This includes increasing the funding to programs that target school leavers, that offer trade certificates and 
qualifications attained whilst in high school.

Funding towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander economic development can assist in addressing job shortages for 
their communities. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses have greater understanding of the challenges to gain 
employment and can provide targeted training and job opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people entering the 
workforce.44Further to this, non-indigenous organisations and businesses must seek and engage similar expertise to enhance their 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander workforce.45 

Acknowledgement and Recognition
Aboriginal and Torres Strait People are the Traditional Owners of Australia. Their presence on the land dates back around 60,000 
years of cultural significance and connection. From the time of European settlement in Australia colonial views were enforced and 
began the discriminatory treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.46 

Societal change will only happen in Australia when Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People have full recognition in Australia’s 
constitution. Government and non-indigenous organisations need to be working with communities and better direct necessary 
resources to alleviate entrenched disadvantage. This can occur when Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have an equal 
voice and position in the decision-making process.47 

recommendations
1. We urge all governments to continue to fund alternative education programs with a focus on mentorship  

and that empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community partnership

2. We urge that COAG recommit to closing the gap in health outcomes with a focus on Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander led methods of engagement to increase accessibility and equitable service delivery, particularly 
for nutrition and preventable illness

a. Provide access to necessary infrastructure for physical needs such as clean drinking water, sanitary sewerage 
systems and safe housing

b. Build and maintain high standard mainstream health services within Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities that are culturally appropriate

3. We urge the Australian Government to increase employability by targeting investment in:

a. education to employment programs for all young people entering the workforce through schooling, trade 
courses and other programs

b. procurement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander business and services to government and  
non-Indigenous companies

4. We urge all governments to formally recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait People as our First Australians, 
through bipartisan support of the formation of a constitutionally enshrined representative body as outlined in 
the Uluru Statement from the Heart

Pho
to: R

o
bert M

cK
echnie / Save the C

hildren



14

LGBTQI+

Our Vision
The LGBTQI+ community encounter violence and discrimination stemming 
from the lack of awareness and proper representation in Australian society. 
This has affected key areas of development for LGBTQI+ young people 
like education, employment and mental health. Appropriate investment in 
education programs is required to focus on sexual health, relationships and 
changing family environments. This has the potential to reduce the rate of 
youth violence, homelessness and suicide and instill LGBTQI+ young people 
as socially equal and productive global citizens.

Stigmas, Stereotypes & Mental Health
Out-dated attitudes and negative perceptions of the LGBTQI+ community continue to cause an increased 
number of mental health concerns, promotion of violence, discrimination and homophobia. Derogatory 
statements and actions aimed at LGBTQI+ people further entrenches negative stigmas and stereotypes, 
because of the lack of appropriate education and the continued enforcement of outdated gender 
expectations.48

Experts have stated that some “violence against people in the LGBT community is because people feel they 
do not fit the gender stereotypes or gender expectations for what men and women are supposed to be.”49 
To ensure the removal of harmful stigmas and stereotypes, Australia must invest in the delivery of proper 
education on same-sex relationships, promote respectful behaviours and attitudes and ensure inclusive and 
safe environments for LGBTQI+ young people. 

The Australian Human Rights Commission found that “gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people are 
three times more likely to experience depression”.50This is an indicator that there is inadequate support and 
representation for LGBTQI+ people in many aspects of public life. Schools play a crucial role in socialising 
children and young people, yet a number of LGBTQI+ students’ experience homophobic bullying at 
school.51We must ensure that the next generation understand the important of acceptance and respect of 
people’s sexuality and changing family structures.Supporting social movements such as ‘Wear it Purple Day’ 
will assist in ensuring positive action and change for LGBTQI+ people.

Australia’s healthcare structure creates further issues for LGBTQI+ people with mental health concerns  
with more investment needed in the specific issues that LGBTIQ+ people experience ,particularly at times  
of high emotional debate. The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare reported that “$9 billion was  
spent on mental health services in 2015-16”.52However in early 2018, the Australian National Mental  
Health Commission reported that the Federal government “will [only] invest $338.1 million over the next  
four years”.53 These statistics highlight a decrease in federal funding for mental health. 

A nationally funded system needs to be created to address the prevention, treatment and support of  
mental health in Australia. An example of this was the ‘No Harm’ initiative that was created to assist  
NGO’s supporting LGBTQI+ persons during the marriage equality debate. The injection of funding in 
Queensland was a progressive step forward and a similar approach should be made a permanent part  
of the federal budget.54
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Education & Employment
The Safe Schools Coalition was an NGO working across Australia to provide materials, training and support 
to schools to create an inclusive environment for LGBTQI+ students, staff and families.55 The Safe Schools 
Program (SSP) provided the following resources to support schools in;

• Introducing gender and sexual diversity in schools

• Ways staff could create an inclusive and accepting environment

• Supporting transgender and gender diverse students

• Provide a diverse range of age appropriate, sexual education lessons

In 2016, most states and territories cancelled the delivery of the SSP in their schools because of the Federal 
Government withdrawing funding support. It is important to remember that the Safe Schools Program was 
completely voluntary to create an inclusive environment for LGBTQI+ students and not to drive a political 
agenda.56 The Australian Government must re-instate its funding and publicly support the SSP nationwide. 
The removal of the SSP means that there are limited resources to safely educate students on LGBTQI+ issues, 
allowing homophobia and intolerant behaviour to continue. 

Employment
It was not until 2013 that the Sex Discrimination Act (1984) was amended to make discrimination based on 
a person’s sexual orientation, gender identity and intersex status illegal. Slow legal progress has been made 
but LGBTQI+ people remain reluctant or unsure as to reveal their sexual identity in the workplace. As of 
July 2014, 34% of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people choose not to disclose their sexuality at work 
for fear of homophobia and exclusion.57 The apprehension to share highlights the failures of policy to ensure 
safe environments for LGBTQI+ people. Embracing diversity within schools and the workplace is important in 
creating and fostering a culture of respect, tolerance and equality.

recommendations
1. We urge the Australian Government to provide funding and 

resourcing for programs such as the Safe Schools Program 
which provide diverse and inclusive sexual education resources 
that are age appropriate content for each age group. Such 
programs would remain optional for every school (public, private 
or independent); however, would be a recommended part of the 
Australian curriculum. The redesigned sexual education program 
should focus on including the following:

a. information on same-sex relationships and sexual health
b. information on the diversity of gender and an individual’s 

personal pronouns
c. transgender health (including mental health support systems 

available)
d. the appropriate use of certain terms (for example: homosexual,  

trans-male, trans-female)
e. Education materials that assist in teaching students 

appropriate ways to respond to bullying, harassment and 
discrimination

2. We urge all governments to create a national health framework focused on the treatment and 
prevention of mental health affecting those who identify as LGBTQI+. These include:

a. an investigation into the causes of poor mental health in Australia for LGBTQI+ mental health
b. methods to reduce the percentage of LGBTQI+ Australians suffering from a mental health 

issues and provide a range of treatment and support options 
c. options to improve the healthcare system across Australia and make changes to Medicare or 

other government health services 

3. We urge all governments to support the delivery of appropriate inclusion training in Australian 
workplaces as standard practice that is certified and delivered by LGBTQI+ organisations and 
representative bodies

embracing  
diversity creates  
a culture of 
respect, tolerance 
and equality.



JUVENILE  
DETENTION  

AND JUSTICE

Our vision is to see a fair and equitable youth justice system
The current juvenile detention system is in crisis and is ineffective at reducing 
youth crime rates, rehabilitating youth offenders and providing them with 
adequate education.58 Justice systems need to ensure that all children and 
young people currently being detained in Australia have access to a fair 
judicial process, access to education, healthcare and appropriate legal aid.59 
This includes raising the age of criminal responsibility60, ensuring the safety of 
children and improving community support and rehabilitation programs.61 

Over 5300 young people over the age of 10 were being detained on the average day in 2016-17.62 Young 
people currently being detained in juvenile detention centres throughout Australia are being deprived of 
the right to education and rehabilitation and are submitted to heinous and degrading punishments.63More 
investment is required into diversion programs like job skills training and support for those struggling 
with substance addiction and mental health issues.64 There also needs to be further exploration into how 
restorative justice practises can address the deep-rooted issues that drive youth to crime. The known factors 
that contribute to youth crime rates and incarceration include: unemployment, level of education and socio-
economic background.65 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Young People
Despite efforts from successive governments, an over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
young people in juvenile detention centres exists throughout Australia – and this number has been steadily 
increasing. Almost 3 in 5 (58%) of the 5, 359 young people incarcerated in 2016-17 were Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait Islander.66 The level of over-representation is higher in detention-based sentences rather 
than community, for both males and females. Racism plays an undeniable role in this, as well as continuous 
intergenerational failures in the healthcare and educational systems. There is a connection between 
Aboriginal incarceration and issues like unemployment, education and socio-economic background. Many 
young people in the youth justice system come from a background of poverty, substance abuse and violence 
and therefore greater need of intervention and support.67 

Justice Reinvestment 68

Justice reinvestment relocates funding from imprisonment 
back into the communities where data identifies the 
greatest need based on incarceration and recidivism. 
Justice reinvestment is extremely effective as it pinpoints 
potential high-risk areas in need of support and tailors 
the approach to suit the community. Community led, 
justice reinvestment empowers local solutions and can 
inform future funding direction with appropriate research, 
monitoring and evaluation. 

Diversion Programs 69 
Diversion programs should be the preferred action to rehabilitate young people rather than immediately 
arresting offenders. The use of specialised diversion programs is crucial at supporting young people with 
substance abuse issues, mental health related problems and those who have experienced trauma. Programs 
are often delivered to ‘at risk’ individuals in school, home and community-based settings. 

The outcome of these programs is to address the problem at hand and provide extra support before 
reoffending and juvenile detention become the only solution. Diversion programs are broad and include: 
substance use counselling, psychological support, jobs skills training, mental health training and family 
counselling. Diversion programs are effective and should be more widely implemented throughout 
communities and the youth justice system. 

Criminal age of responsibility 
The criminal age of responsibility in Australia is defined as “the minimum age below a child is deemed capable 
responsible for a crime and therefore, cannot be charged.” All states and territories in Australia have deemed 
10 as the minimum age, at odds with the suggested world median age of 14. Children at the age of 10 are not 
fully capable of making a fully formed decision and therefore, do not consider the repercussions.70 Scientific 
evidence shows that the brain of a 10 year old child is drastically different compared to that of a teenager71 
and early incarceration is likely to have detrimental lasting effects on a child’s cognitive, psychological and 
physical development and their overall wellbeing.72

recommendations
1. We urge all governments to immediately raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility to 

the global median age of 14 in all Australian states and territories 

2. We urge all governments to support and invest in diversion programs to reduce reoffending, 
ensuring that children and young people committing crimes can benefit from positive 
physical, mental and emotional support

3. We urge all governments to provide targeted investment in Justice Reinvestment, to identify 
the areas with high rates of youth crime and establish best ways to approach these issues by 
working with affected communities
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YOUTH HEALTH

Our Vision is for a healthy Australia
Australia must invest in building a health system that is equitable and 
accessible to all children who require health services and seeks to eradicate 
preventable diseases. 

Health in Australia
Article 27 of the Convention of the Rights of a Child states that all children have the right to a standard of 
living that is good enough to meet their physical and mental wellbeing.73 A lack of access to appropriate and 
effective healthcare has significant impacts on the overall quality of life of any individual and the communities 
around them. Barriers to accessing necessary services can include poverty, stigmas associated with a 
particular health condition or disability, lack of awareness of services and a shortage of competent doctors 
and nurses.74 A particular need is for increasing number of doctors in rural areas to reduce distance for 
patients, ensure that all health facilities are accessible for children and youth with disabilities and ensure that 
our mental health clinical support system holistically provides for all young people. 

Youth Mental Health 
Despite ongoing efforts from multiple organisations and government bodies, youth mental health is 
declining at an exponential rate. Youth mental illnesses can be rooted in systemic gender and race-based 
discrimination, body image, high levels of anxiety due to stress levels and poverty. In the findings from Mission 
Australia’s recent Youth Survey, 1 in 4 young people are at risk of a serious mental illness, this risk being 
greater for those who are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander or female.75 

Young people can struggle to recognize symptoms through self-identification or seeking help or in their 
friends and family. They may also lack the coping mechanisms necessary to recover from mental illnesses. 
Young people are inhibited from seeking necessary aid due to a multitude of stigmas and barriers such as 
beliefs around toxic masculinity that deter young men from becoming vulnerable in conversations.76

Disability Care
Young people with disabilities are often the most marginalized and underrepresented communities which face 
social, economic and physical barriers daily. The 2011 Productivity Commission report found that disability 
services were “underfunded, unfair, fragmented and inefficient” and that a system that allowed for flexible 
individual funding packages was in dire need with the previous system giving no choice and no certainty of 
access to appropriate support.77 Thus, Australia’s National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) was created 
to enable people with disabilities to have control over their own lives through providing resources, services 
and support.78 

However, reports have identified that the current roll out of the NDIS is significantly flawed and the system 
can be difficult to navigate for many people with disabilities. As of June 2018, 13,482 (8% of participants in the 
scheme had a psychosocial disability and only 9,255 (5.4%) identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.79

Reports suggest that NDIS application and planning process are too arduous and don’t allow participants an 
opportunity to view the draft plan before it is processed.80 This can become highly distressing for applicants 
which results in a large number of potential participants to disengage with the program. If minor errors exist 
in the application, they must redo the entire planning process, that delays vital funding and assistance from 
reaching families that desperately require it.81 
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recommendations

1. We urge the Australian Government to invest in more targeted approaches of specialised 
care to support vulnerable groups within society with higher risk of poor mental health82

2. We urge all governments to equip educators with Mental Health First Aid and Applied 
Suicide Intervention Skills and introduce school wellbeing initiatives

3. We urge all governments to ensure all public facilities comply with legislation and are 
disability-friendly enabling for better mobility and independence

4. We urge all governments to extend the duration of the NDIS package to alleviate stress 
from caretakers and provide support for those individuals who are ineligible for the NDIS 
program, guiding them in the direction of other possible support pathways

australia  
must invest  
in an equitable  
and accessible  
health system.
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