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Cambodia 

Australia's aid partnership with Cambodia 

Australia will provide A$94.4 million in ODA to Cambodia in 2026-27. As close 
neighbours and longstanding partners, Australia has supported Cambodia's 
development since assisting with the peace process in the early 1990s, providing over 
A$2 billion in aid to date. The partnership aims to support Cambodia's goal of becoming 
a more prosperous, resilient, and inclusive middle-income nation, aligning with its 
Pentagonal Strategy and vision to achieve upper middle-income status by 
2030. Cambodia has a population of approximately 17.4 million and a Gross National 
Income Per Capita of US$2,550 (2024). 

 

Development challenges 

Cambodia, ranking 151 out of 193 on the Human Development Index, faces several key 
development challenges that Australian aid seeks to address: 

• Lack of economic diversification 

• Gender equality, disability and social inclusion 

• High vulnerability to climate disasters 

• Childhood malnutrition 

• Limited high-quality training for teachers 

 

Priority sectors 

Australian ODA to Cambodia by Sector Group, 2026-27 budget estimate: 

• Agriculture, Trade and other Production Sectors (28%) 

• Governance (22%) 

• Education (20%) 

• Economic Infrastructure and Services (17%) 

• Health (6%) 

• Multisector and General Development Support (6%) 

• Humanitarian (2%) 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/development-cooperation-fact-sheet-cambodia.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/cambodia/development-assistance/development-assistance-in-cambodia#:~:text=Australia%20and%20Cambodia%20are%20close,people%2Dto%2Dpeople%20links.
https://data.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/library_record/pentagonal-strategy-phase-i-for-growth-employment-equity-efficiency-and-sustainability-building-the
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/development-cooperation-fact-sheet-cambodia.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/development-cooperation-fact-sheet-cambodia.pdf
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/country-insights#/ranks
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/development-cooperation-fact-sheet-cambodia.pdf
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Project spotlights 

1. Upholding Community with Dignity Together 

Delivered by: Caritas Australia 

Objective: to improve the well-being and resilience of people most vulnerable to 
poverty through sustainable access to food, income and basic services including WASH 
(water, sanitation and hygiene). 

 

2. Transform Education Program 

Delivered by: SeeBeyondBorders 

Objective: to improve the quality of teaching and the use of educational technology in 
schools within Battambang and Siem Reap provinces, enhancing education outcomes 
for students 

 

Sources 

• Australia's Official Development Assistance Budget Summary 2026-27 (DFAT 
2026) 

• Cambodia Development Cooperation Factsheet (DFAT 2026) 

• Pentagonal strategy-phase I (Open Development Cambodia 2023) 

• Australia – Cambodia Development Partnership Plan 2025–2029 (DFAT 2025) 

• Lowy Institute Asia Power Index 2024 Edition Cambodia 

• Gross National Income per Capita, Atlas Method (Asian Development Bank 
2024) 

• Human Development Insights (United Nations Development Programme 2025) 

• Celebrating 50 years of the Australian NGO Cooperation Program (Australian 
Embassy Cambodia 2024) 

• Caritas Australia’s Upholding Community with Dignity Together 

• SeeBeyondBorders’ Transform Education Program 

 

https://www.caritas.org.au/about/where-we-work/cambodia/
https://seebeyondborders.org/transform-education/
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/oda-development-budget-summary-2026-27.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/oda-development-budget-summary-2026-27.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/development-cooperation-fact-sheet-cambodia.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/development-cooperation-fact-sheet-cambodia.pdf
https://data.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/library_record/pentagonal-strategy-phase-i-for-growth-employment-equity-efficiency-and-sustainability-building-the
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/australia-cambodia-development-partnership-plan-2025-2029.pdf
https://power.lowyinstitute.org/countries/cambodia/
https://kidb.adb.org/explore?filter%5Bindicator_id%5D=2200006&filter%5Beconomy_code%5D=AFG%2CARM%2CAUS%2CAZE%2CBAN%2CBHU%2CBRU%2CCAM%2CCOO%2CFIJ%2CFSM%2CGEO%2CHKG%2CIND%2CINO%2CJPN%2CKAZ%2CKGZ%2CKIR%2CKOR%2CLAO%2CMAL%2CMLD%2CMON%2CMYA%2CNAU%2CNEP%2CNIU%2CNZL%2CPAK%2CPHI%2CPLW%2CPNG%2CPRC%2CRMI%2CSAM%2CSIN%2CSOL%2CSRI%2CTAJ%2CTAP%2CTHA%2CTIM%2CTKM%2CTON%2CTUV%2CUZB%2CVAN%2CVIE&filter%5Byear%5D=2000%2C2001%2C2002%2C2003%2C2004%2C2005%2C2006%2C2007%2C2008%2C2009%2C2010%2C2011%2C2012%2C2013%2C2014%2C2015%2C2016%2C2017%2C2018%2C2019%2C2020%2C2021%2C2022%2C2023%2C2024%2C2025&grouping=indicators&showRegions=1
https://kidb.adb.org/explore?filter%5Bindicator_id%5D=2200006&filter%5Beconomy_code%5D=AFG%2CARM%2CAUS%2CAZE%2CBAN%2CBHU%2CBRU%2CCAM%2CCOO%2CFIJ%2CFSM%2CGEO%2CHKG%2CIND%2CINO%2CJPN%2CKAZ%2CKGZ%2CKIR%2CKOR%2CLAO%2CMAL%2CMLD%2CMON%2CMYA%2CNAU%2CNEP%2CNIU%2CNZL%2CPAK%2CPHI%2CPLW%2CPNG%2CPRC%2CRMI%2CSAM%2CSIN%2CSOL%2CSRI%2CTAJ%2CTAP%2CTHA%2CTIM%2CTKM%2CTON%2CTUV%2CUZB%2CVAN%2CVIE&filter%5Byear%5D=2000%2C2001%2C2002%2C2003%2C2004%2C2005%2C2006%2C2007%2C2008%2C2009%2C2010%2C2011%2C2012%2C2013%2C2014%2C2015%2C2016%2C2017%2C2018%2C2019%2C2020%2C2021%2C2022%2C2023%2C2024%2C2025&grouping=indicators&showRegions=1
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/country-insights#/ranks
https://cambodia.embassy.gov.au/files/PENH/20241129-Media-release-50th-anniversary-of-ANCP-English.pdf
https://cambodia.embassy.gov.au/files/PENH/20241129-Media-release-50th-anniversary-of-ANCP-English.pdf
https://www.caritas.org.au/about/where-we-work/cambodia/
https://seebeyondborders.org/transform-education/

